1.  Statement of Purpose
West Vincent Township respectfully submits this proposal for a Technical Assistance Grant (TAG) in order to obtain funding for technical assistance in the form of engineering and other scientific analysis of pipeline safety affecting the local community.

Our objectives are to strengthen and increase public participation by allowing communities and groups of individuals access to information as it pertains to engineering, technical or other scientific analysis of pipeline safety issues and to help promote public participation in official proceedings.

2.  Background
Dominion Keystone is a pipeline project that would transport new natural gas supplies from the Appalachian Basin to markets throughout the eastern United States.  The proposed pipeline would take natural gas from southwestern Pennsylvania to Chester County, Pennsylvania, with connections to pipelines owned by Spectra, Williams and NiSource.  The project schedule published on the Dominion website has the FERC filing in August of 2009, with construction from June 2011 to November 2012 and the pipeline is to be ready for service November 2012.  The proposed route crosses highly sensitive wetlands, exceptional value streams (the highest value streams as certified by the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Resources) in an area which is almost exclusively served by wells which tap the local groundwater.  It also cuts through lands preserved from development (some of which were preserved through the use of public funds), a number of Federal historic districts and through or near critical historic resources from the 1700 and 1800s.  In addition, the proposed pathway is adjacent to a number of institutional uses.

3.  Proposal Narrative
This proposal meets the requirement of targeting a high-risk area in terms of civilian population density, pipeline density and environmental sensitivity and therefore high risk areas in pipeline safety.  In order to foster open communication with the local community and pipeline operators, West Vincent Township has taken the lead in preparing and submitting the grant application with the following supporting partners:

West Vincent Land Trust, West Pikeland Land Trust, Green Valleys Association, and French & Pickering Creek Conservation Trust, all of which are nonprofit land conservation groups, and West Pikeland Township and East Nantmeal Township, which are local governmental entities.

The grant requested will enable the participating partners and the residents of three affected municipalities to evaluate the Dominion Keystone Project in terms of safety, effect upon the environment, damage prevention, and land use through public education and awareness.  Proposed Public Outreach to the residents of the affected Townships in Northern Chester County, Pennsylvania includes:

1.  Mailings to all residents informing them of the project proposal, route, FERC prefiling and filing status.

2.  Establishment of an electronic contact resource for the duration of the project.

3.  Development of an interagency or project related Memorandum of Understanding identifying the responsibilities for the phases of the pipeline project so as to facilitate open communication and to educate the public on the FERC process.

4.  Public meetings with interested residents to obtain public input on pipeline location, safety and environmental concerns (minimum 2 in 6 months).

5.  Expansion of the West Pikeland Land Trust web site to feature a dedicated section on the Dominion project and to coordinate information 
sharing for this project on the issues of safety, damage prevention, adjacent land 
use, emergency response and general community awareness. 

6.  Review of local land development and zoning ordinances regarding land use and sensitive environmental areas.

7.  The applicant proposes seven (7) workshops designed to improve performance and safety:

  1.  Green Valleys Association:  Damage Prevention in Your Watershed

  2.  Chester County Conservation District:  Pipeline Engineering, Safety & Permitting

  3.  Carolyn Elefant, Esq.:  Knowing the FERC Process

  4.  PHMSA:  Emergency Response in High Consequence Areas

  5.  Legislative Liaisons:  Community Awareness: Working with Agencies & Legislators

  6.  West Pikeland Land Trust:  Pipeline Easements on Conserved Land

  7.  Dominion:  Our Pipeline and Our Neighbors

The project also includes GPS mapping of the Pipeline Path, in order to delineate:

  1.  Affected parcels, streams, wetlands, historic sites, etc.

  2.  The number of residents and institutions (churches, schools, day care facilities, medical facilities, parks, etc.) which will be in close proximity to the proposed path of the pipeline and who will be at greatest risk from a pipeline failure.

  3.  Existing and potential development in the path of the pipeline to effectively allow for land use planning so as to avoid damage to the pipeline by such development;

  4.  Alternative paths for the pipeline if applicable.

  5. Information necessary to prepare effective emergency response plans to protect residents, their properties, and unusually sensitive environmental areas.

4.  Milestones
The grant will allow the partnership to achieve the following milestones:

  1.  Creation of an information website for the affected areas and their residents;

  2.  Heightened community awareness by means of mass mailings, seven educational workshops, internet access for electronic communication, legislative communication and cooperation, operator communication and interaction and PHSMA safety education.

  3.  Public education of the FERC process and DOT Safety Regulations.

  4.  Damage prevention through better education, knowledge and land use planning.

  5.  Public awareness of what constitutes emergency response.

  6.  Providing legal assistance to residents to help clarify the FERC process, permitting and safety regulations.

  7.  Establishment of Federal, State and Local agency and legislative coordination in public outreach forums.

  8.  Produce results which are measureable and transferrable to other communities with comprehensive reporting.

  9.  Creation of a digital map of the pipeline path showing existing physical features, 

affected residents and institutions, the location of unusually sensitive environmental areas, and existing and potential locations for further development.

